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KOSCIUSKO COUNTY COMMUNITY DOG PARK

Wouldn’t it be nice to have a park in our Community that welcomes our four-legged 
friends? 

Two years ago, a KLA group presented a White Paper Project for a “Community Bark 
Park.” Our Group liked the idea presented in this White Paper project and felt we could 
take the concept one step further. 

The previous KLA group outlined the essentials for their “Bark Park”, based on a Dog 
Park located in Goshen, Indiana, as well as guidelines found on the website dogpark.com. 
Our KLA group researched the next steps to bring this project one step closer to reality.

The original  KLA white  paper  was a  novel  concept,  but  it  did  not  address  the  core 
problems associated with creating a Community Dog Park. The primary hurdles being 
financial backing for the initial construction and the cost associated with the on-going 
operation of the Park. With our expertise in Management, Engineering, and Finance, we 
believe we can accomplish our goal at hand.

While addressing the financial obstacles, it became apparent to our KLA group that a 
strategic  partner  would  be  advantageous  to  meet  our  goal.  While  seeking  potential 
partners, one of our KLA members joined the Kosciusko Animal Welfare League Board 
of  Directors.  It  was  through this  commitment  to  our  Community  that  we found and 
pursued  the  AWL  to  support  our  Project.  We  presented  our  ideas  to  the  Board  of 
Directors, who agree a County-wide Dog Park would be beneficial to the community. 
The Community Dog Park falls in line with their long-term vision of expanding their 
current range of services, which lends the experience and knowledge we need to further 
develop the Project.
 
The Animal Welfare League of Kosciusko County has been a long time provider of pet 
and animal services in our community. On average, the Animal Welfare League currently 
provides services to 160 animals per month. Of these animals, over forty percent are 
placed in adoptive homes, while the remaining sixty percent are euthanized. We believe a 
Community-wide Dog Park will be able to serve a dual purpose.  The first is to raise 
awareness on the spay/neuter program and second to provide a social atmosphere for pet 
owners to play with their pets.
 
The AWL also believes with their new Spay and Neuter Program, as well as developing a 
new adoption center, they can dramatically reduce the number of animals euthanized in 
Kosciusko County. The AWL would like a new facility to house the Community Animal 
Adoption Center, separate from their current facility. This new facility could incorporate 
the Community Dog Park in their plans. This partnership would alleviate any concerns 
with the on-going maintenance of the Park, as well as liability insurance coverage.



Our research shows the cost of land is a significant expense associated with creating a 
Community Dog Park. We have found five (5) Commercial Zoned properties for sale 1, 
which we feel would be suitable. The most practical property is approximately one acre 
of land with an existing building, which could serve as the AWL’s new Adoption Center. 
While  the  cost  of  the  property  is  considerable,  approximately  $150,000,  it  is  both 
centrally  located  to  the  Community  and  conveniently  located  within  ¼  mile  of  the 
existing AWL facility. 

By  joining  forces  with  the  Animal  Welfare  League,  our  KLA  Group  believes  it  is 
possible to accomplish both goals; having a safe place to for pets and owners to exercise 
and play, as well as meeting the Community’s need for a new Animal Adoption Center. 
We  believe  through  corporate  donations,  the  KLA  White  Paper  award,  the  AWL’s 
building  fund,  and community contributions,  the  Kosciusko County  Community  Dog 
Park will become more than just an idea. 








