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A GREENWAY IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Purpose/ Objective

In 1995 a report titied ‘Kosciusko County Greenway Proposal - A Blueprint For
Success’ was created as a KLA white paper project. That report discussed the many
opportunities our county had to offer. It also documented the need for, the benefits of
and other communities successes with greenways. Steps were proposed to initiate
implementation of a greenways plan for Kosciusko County. The purpose of this report
is to identify the next step.

verview .
Greenways are corridors of protected open space managed for conservation and
recreation purposes. By setting aside these cormridors several different life benefits can
be obtained.

Provide an opportunity for aliernative transportation routes,

Create a connecting path for observing a regions natural and culturai
resources.

Allow a greater connection between people.

improve the economics of a region.

Set aside a safe area to improve heaith and fitness.

Provide a method for environmental conservation and historic preservation.

Greenways are a very diverse group of regions. This report will focus on bike and
pedastrian paths, primarily in the Warsaw area. Note that in this report greenway will
be limited to bike and pedestrian paths, unless otherwise indicated.

Reasons

A detailed greenway plan for Warsaw does not appear to be in place. Several
maijor infrastructure projects have been completed in the last 2 years and to travel
around town without a car remains impractical and potentially dangerous in many
areas. One such example is the high school. Cars have several avenues around the
school but a separate path for bicycies is not present. This is not a reflection on the
school but on the surrounding community which has not put an emphasis on these type
of paths.

it is imperative for a community to have this infrastructure in piace for it to remain
competitive as a great place to live, work and raise a family. Kosciusko County ranks at
the bottom of the list in this measure of quality of life with zero trail miles reported for
the Indiana Trails 2000 report.



THE ROUTES

General Information

The routes detailed are not the only options available. They do tie together:

existing parks

schools

natural scenery (lakes, trees, etc.)

places (YMCA, fairgrounds, businesses, etc.).

These routes attempt to utilize existing infrastructure, such as extra wide roads for a
possible new bike lane or pedestrian operated traffic signals for crossing busy streets.
For clarification, designated bikeways come in 3 classifications (class 1,2 & 3). Class 1
is the safest, and most difficult to create in an existing infrastructure. The hike path is
completely separate. Class 2 places the bikeway directly beside the street potentially
separated by as little as a painted stripe. Class 3 shares the street between bike and
car. This is a bikeway only in name and should be a last resort. An additional option in
Warsaw is placing a bikeway beside a train track. This is only possible in areas of
sufficient space.

Funding

Funding for each route could come from several sources. One is The intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA). One provision of ISTEA, passed by
Congress in 1991, requires that 10 percent of all surface transportation monies (about
$3.3 billion over 6 years) be spent on transportation enhancements while a second
Governor O'Bannon has just authorized to provide $265,000 in grant funds. Money is
available and being creative increases the opportunities (including a historic district or
educational aspect might make additional funds available).

Route 1 (Lincoln L.oop)

This route services Lincoln, Sacred Heart and Lakeview Middle Schools. It also
gives access to the YMCA and the fairgrounds. Additional features include the
cemetery, some businesses and parks. The major element, though, is the points at
which this route crosses center street have traffic lights and they have pedestrian
buttons to change them.



Route 2 (Pike Lake Loop)

The Pike Lake Loop allows a scenic view around the {ake and by and through
parks. The existing roads appear to be wide enough to allow a class 2 bikeway without
major automobile traffic. This lack of traffic would be evident throughout because large
sections of this loop would be dedicated greenways.

Route 3 (Central Park Loop)

This loop ties together the first two routes and possibie a portion of the forth. it
contacts Madison and Edgewood Middle Schools in addition to others previously
mentioned and encircles the downtown. The major feature is Central Park. One major
difficulty is crossing State Road 15 safely.

Route 4 {Eagle Creek Line)

This route is the only non-loop. 1t can stand alone or be done in conjunction with
Route 3. Currently there is a path being utilized but no formal plan exists. This is also
a scenic route but its utility is in its contact with Edgewood Middie School and the west
side of Winona Lake. It creates a corridor for travel, much shorter than is possible by
car. This route Is completely new and has the greatest potential for a class 1 route.

Recommendations

Personally, the order in which to proceed would be route 1, 4, 2 and then 3. Route
1 is smaller, connects a lot, shows what can be done, and is something fo build from.
Route 4 enhances and legitimizes an existing greenway. It could also be a showplace
of what can be done. Route 2 is a nice circuit for families and emphasizes quality of
life. Route 3 then ties these routes together into a whole.



CONCLUSIONS

Review

There are many options, from small city lines to larger county, state and even
country wide routes. The key is to focus on starting and completing a plan and a
project. By doing this everyone benefits.

n Safe and healthy alternative transportation routes.

m Improved quality of life for all residents.

I increasing property values.

I Greater numbers of people utilizing what our county has to offer which improves
the local economy through their expenditures.

Without a plan we continue to lose opportunities and no one benefits.

Challenge . .

None of the steps outlined in the 1895 report have been completed. The challenge
of this paper is tc complete, within the next 2 years, implementation of at least 1 mile of
trail in OUR community.
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Fact Sheet Nq. A ' . S
What is a Greenway?
i . i ) .
Greenways are corridors of protected open space managed for conservation and recreation
purposes.- Greenways often foliow natural land or water features, and link nature reserves,
parks, cultural features, and historic sites with each other and with populated areas. Some .

greenways are publicly owned, some are privately owned, and some are the result of public/

private partnerships. Some are open to wsnors others are not "Some appeal to people others
attract wildlife. ‘ '

»

I cities and other urban areas, greenways can encompass natural or man-made features
. and can be managed prlmanly for resource conservation or recreatlon

In the country, greenways are planned natural corridors Iinking large natural areas — like
state parks and national forests, or wildlife refuges. Rural greenways preserve native habitats
and wildlife migration routes, and can be an impetus to restore environmentally valuable land-
scapes., In conjunction with existing and proposed recreational trail systems, such as the Na-
tional Scenic Trails, rural greenways will form the heart of America’s network of greenways.

From the hills of inJand America to the beaches and barrier islands of the coast,
.greenways provide a vast network linking our Nation’s. specral places and prowdmg awhole ~-*
that 1s truly greater than the sum of its parts. :

WhatAre lee Benefi ts Of Greenways?

"No other conservatlon nnnanve prowdes SO many ecologreal economic, and quahty of
- life benefits to the communities that create them. Greenways not only protect environmentally

important lands and native plants and animals, they also link people with the natural world axrd
outdoor recreational opportunities. ; :

L Gr'eenw'ays can also:

* Help preserve the biological diversity of plant and ammal spe01es by mamtammg the
connect:ons between natural commumtles

1

* Soften urban and suburban Iandscapes with nbbons of green that 1mprove the quality of
life and enhance property values



r
\

* Help protect the quantity and quality of water a natural resource vital to people, plants
and wildlife.

* Direct development and ;C;rowth away from iﬁlportant natural resource areas.

* Provide alternative transportanon routes that connect peOple communities, and the coun-

tryside..

* Act as-outdoor classrooms.

-What is the American Greenways Program?

American Greenways is a program of The Conservation Fund, a national organization
committed to land and water conservation. American Greenways was created to help assemble
a national network of linked natural areas and other open spaces. The program serves as an’
umbrella organization, promoting the greenways concept at the national, state, regional, and
local levels. It provides professional and technical assistance to interested citizens, private
landowners, non-profit and for-profit organizations, and governmental agencies. Through the
formation of conservation partnerships. American Greenways will help create state and re-
gional greenway networks and carry out specific greenways projects.

American Greenways is designed to operate both from the “top down”, by working
through state agencies and from the “bottom up” through grassroots citizen actions and private
and public efforts at the local level.

'ng Canl Help? o

We invite you to join the growing partnership of individuals, organizations, communities,
* and public agencies working to assemble the components of a statewide network of greenways.
- We need to know your ideas and learn about greenway opportunities in your area. For addl— :
tional information contact us at '

The American Greenways Program
The Conservanon Fund
1800 North Kent Street, Suite 1120
_ Arlington, VA, 22209 :
Phone (703) 525-6300 Fax (703) 525-4610

This fact sheet is one of a series prepared by the American Greenways Program
: | 8
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Fact Shieet No. 3

Real Property Values
Expenditures by Residents
Commercial Uses

Tourism

Agency Expenditures

Corporate Relocation

~

-

_ Public Cost Reduction

Intrinsic \‘/aluel

. local tax revenues and help offset greenway acquisition costs.

T .
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Econoniic Benefits of Greenways

Summary of Fmdmgs
Many studies demonstrate that parks, greenways and trails increase
nearby property values. In turn, increased property values can increase

Spending by {oal residents on greenway related activities helps support
recreatlon oriented businesses and employment, as well as other busi-
nesses which are patronized by greenway and trail users.

Greenways often provide business opportunites, locations and resource
for commercial activities such as recreation equipment rentals and sale:
lessons, and other related businesses.

- ,

_ Greenways are often major tourist attractions which generate expendi-

tures on lodging, food, and recreation oriented services. Greenways als:
helps improve the overall appeal of a community to perspective tourists
and new remdents

v

The agency responsible for managing a river, trail or greenway can help
support local businesses by purchasing supplies and services. Jobs crear
by the managing agency may also help increase local employment oppo

tumtles.

- Evidence shows that the quality of life of 2 cor:xmurﬁty is an increasing]

- important factor in corporate rélocation decisions. Greenways are ofter

~

cited as important contributors to quality of life.

The conservation of rivers, trails, and greenways can help local goverh
ments and other public agencies reduce costs resultmg from ﬂoodmg a
other natural hazards. .

 While greenways have many econormic benefits it is important to remer
. _ber the intrinsic environmental and recreation value of presemng river:
trails and other open space corridors. -

Adapted from: E cgngrmc Tmpacts gf' Protectlgg R1ve§, Trails, and Qx;_eenway Comdors, National Park Serv

. 1590

~~ - -

For additional tnformatlon contact: The Consewaﬁon Fund's American Grcemways Program, 1800 N. Kent
-Street, Smte 1120, Asington, VA. 22209, (703) 525-6300. - .

9



‘\\\\\ *\\\\\W _,— s T e \s\t\\\m\m M
\ Ll \\m NN

- \%\\\\\N\
. _M

N

Fact Sheet No. 7

Property Owner and Tenant Concerns

People and institutions who own land along proposed greenway corridors are an important
group. Itis always a good idea to meet with property owners one-on-one. When approaching
landowners, fry to anticipate their concerns so that you can answer their questions and calm any
fears. Ask about their concerns. Try to determine whether their concerns are real or the result of
misinformation, hostility toward government, or simple territorial instincts. Always listen carefully
and make sure landowners know you take these matters seriously. Landowner opposition can sink a
greenway project or color public attitudes so that funding is difficult to secure. Remember, the
greenway will affect them as much as anyone, so explain how the greenway will benefit them.
Common landowner concerns are:

» Liability.  Always be prepared to discuss liability 1ssues. What happens if someone is
mjured on the landowner’s property? Is the landowner covered by adequate insurance, either
his or her own or as provided by the land trust or state or local government liability

legislation?

» Crime.  Even though there has been no documented increase in criminal activity on —
greenways, crime is almost always a concern. In Greenways for America (pp. 186, 187),
Charles Little cites the example of Seattle’s Burke-Gilman Trail. Police officers who
patrolled the trail were interviewed about problems with crime and vandalism. Their
response was that “there is not a greater incidence of burglaries and vandalism of homes
along the trail.” The police noted that problems in parks are generally confined to areas of
easy motor vehicle access. Despite fears that greenways will be used by “outsiders,” it’s
usually the local citizens who use the path. Merely opening a greenway to public use may in
fact discourage unsavory activities in derelict areas. Safety issues will be different in 2 small,
rural trailway than in a large recreational greenway in a big city. (See Fact Sheet No. 4)

-
P

* Property Taxes and Property Values.  Some people favor developing open space to
expand the tax base. Expansion of the tax base, however, does not necessarily mean
increased revenue to the local government. Development almost always means an increase in
infrastructure and public service requirements, and the cost of providing these services often
outweighs the additional tax revenue.

The other property tax issue you will probably face is a concern that the local
government will increase taxes to pay for the greenway. In fact, increased tax revenues are
usually generated by an increase in property values on land near the greenway. The

v



exceptions would be jurisdictions where property assessments lag behind market values and

states that have passed legislation limiting real-estate tax mcreases. Some communities have
levied additional taxes to pay for greenways, but these taxes usually take the form of special
assessments. Landowners who donate easements can actually reduce their own property tax
assessments. In additdon, easements reduce the cost of full acquisition for the town.

« Private Property Rights.  Some landowners are opposed to putting land into public
ownership for any reason. You simply may not be able to change their minds, but we
advocate that you stress the benefits to the community — their community.

« Maintenance. Be prepared to answer a landowner’s concern that the govermment can’t
maintain what it already manages, let alone new property.

» Privacy. Landowners may be concerned about trespassing and privacy or about the trail

interfering with agricultural or business activities on their property. To address this concern,
some greenways use fences and landscaping to buffer private property; others, like the Stowe
Recreation Path, literally give the landowners a blank map and let them site the path across

their property. (See Fact Sheet No. 4)

« Land Use.  Be prepared to explain the concept of conservation easements. Organizations
like the Land Trust Alliance and local land trusts can offer you assistance and provide you
) with information about easements and how other groups have used them.

This Fact Sheet is one of a series produced by the American Greenways Program. For more
mformation contact:

The American Greenways Program
The Conservation Fund
1800 N. Kent Street, Suite 1120
Arlington, VA 22209
Phone (703) 525-6300 Fax (703) 525-4610

it
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Fact Sheet No. 8

ISTEA Funding for Bicycle Paths and Greenways

The Intermodal Surface Transportation Ef‘ﬁcien'cy Act (ISTEA) passed by Congress in 1991 includes
several sections that can be used for the creation of trails and greenways. Here is a summary of the greenway

funding provisions.

Transpo

rtation Enhancements

The biggest new source of funding for greenways comes from the transportation enhancement
provision that requires that 10 percent of all surface transportation monies (about $3.3 billion over six years)
be spent on transportation enhancements. Eligible projects must match federal monies with a 20 percent local

or state match. Eligible projects include:

Gy Lh B L) ) —

|

g.

9

10. mitigation of water pollution due to highway runoff

. provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles

. acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites
. scenic or historic highway programs

. landscaping and other scenic beautification

. historic preservation
. rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structure or fzcilities, including

historic railroad facilities and canals -
. preservation of abandoned railway cormidors including the conversion and use thereof for pedestrian

and bicycle trails )
control and removal of outdoor advertising (i.e. billboards) e
. archaeological planning and research

National Recreational Trails Fund Act (Symms Act)
[STEA authorizes a new trust fund of up to $30 million per year for six years to help pay for

recreatio

n trails. No local match is required for the first three years. Grants can be made to private

individuals, organizations, or government entities. Permissible use of the funds are:

I

5
3
4
5
6.
7
8
9

. state administrative costs

environmental and safety education programs

. development of urban trail linkages

. maintenance of existing trails

. Testoration of areas damaged by trail use

trail facilities development

. provision of access for people with disabilities

. acquisition of easements

. fee simple title for property and construction of new trails



Projects must be included in or referenced in the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
(SCORP). Decisions are made under the guidance of a state-appointed recreational trails advisory board, and

states have the flexibility to decide priorities.

Scenic Byways Program
ISTEA authorizes the use of federal funds to identify and designate federal, state, and local scenic

hyways. Funds may be spent on the construction of facilities for pedestrians and bicyclists along these
designated highways.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Issues
1. A state may spend surface transportation funds (STP) for pedestnian walkways and bicycle facilities,

including rail-trails not adjacent to federal aid highways.

2. A state may spend a portion of its National Highway System funding for bicycle transportation
facilities on land adjacent to any highway in the system (except interstates).

3. A portion of the Federal Land Highway Funds can be used for pedestrian and bicycle facilities on
federal lands.

There are additional funds for air quality improvements and for metropolitan and statewide planning
for walloways and bicycle facilities. With the exception of the Symms Recreational Trails Fund, greenway
projects must compete with other highway projects for funding. However, the Washington, DC, based .-
Surface Transportation Policy Project reports that a total of $389 million was spent from 1991-1993 on 869
projects involving greenways, raif-trails, and other bicycle and pedestrian facilities nationwide.

T

-

This Fact Sheet is one of a series produced by the American Greenways Program. For more information

contact:

The American Greenways Program
The Conservation Fund
1800 N. Kent Street, Suite 1120
Arlington, VA 22209
Phone (703) 525-6300 Fax (703) 525-4610

13
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Fact Shesat No. S

Greenway Grant Programs

American Greenways DuPont Awards Program, administered by The Conservation
Fund, provides grants of $500 to $2500 to local greenways projects. Grants can be used
for almost any activity that serves as a catalyst for local greenway planning, design, or
development. Contact the American Greenways Program at The Conservation Fund,
1800 North Kent Street, Suite 1120, Arlington, VA 22209,

Recreational Equipment Incorporated (REI) awards seed grants of $200 to $2000 to
state and local conservation groups for projects that enhance river protection. Contact the
National Rivers Coalition, American Rivers, Inc., 801 Pennsylvania Ave., SE,

Washington, DC 20003.

Fish America Foundation provides funding to public and private organizations for
projects that enhance or conserve water and fisheries resources, including community
efforts. The grant award is approximately $10,000. Write the Fish America Foundation,

1010 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Suite 320, Washington, DC 20007.

California Greenways Creative Grants Program provides grants from $500 to $2000
to benefit greenway programs throughout California. Awards recognize creative
strategies or problem solving by local groups. Contact the California Greenways Board,

633 Los Palos Drive, Lafayette, CA 94549, ‘

-

Warld Wildlife Fund’s Innovation Grant Program (formerly Successful Communities

Grants) provides grants of $5000 to $7500 to local and regional nonprofit organizations
or their public agency partners to help communities implement innovative solutions to

- problems caused by unmanaged growth. Recent guidelines include projects focused

specifically on wildlife, wetlands, and habitat protection. Contact the World Wildlife
Fund/Innovation Grants, ¢/o Sonoran Institute, Suite D, 6842 E. Tanque Verde, Tucson,

AZ 85715.

. The Global Relief Heritage Forest Program, American Forestry Association, provides
funding for planting tree seedlings on public lands. Emphasis is placed on diversifying
species, regenerating the optimal ecosystem for the site, and implementing the best forest
management practices. Write the American Forestry Association, P.O. Box 2000,

Washington, DC 20013.

<4
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The Design Arts Program of the National Endowment for the Arts funds projects that
promote excellence in urban design, historic preservation, planning, architecture, and
landscape planning. Contact the staff at Room 623, Nancy Hanks Center, 1100
Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20506.

.The National Recreation Trail Trust will provide state grants for trail construction.and
* management beginning in 1993. The Fund will be administered by the Federal Highway
Administration and grants disbursed through the state transportation departments,

- This Fact Sheet is one of a series produced by the American Greenways Program. For more
information contact: .

" The American Greenways Program
The Conservation Fund
1800 N. Kent Street, Suite 1120
. Arlington, VA 22209
Phone (703) 525-6300 Fax (703) 525-4610
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DNR NEWSFAX

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
402 W. Washington St W255 B

indianapolis, IN 46204-2748

For Immediate Release: February 3, 1997
For information: Grants Staff, 317-232-4070

DNR announces grant applications available for
National Recreation Trails Funding Act program

Governor Frank O’'Bannon announced today the Indiana Department of
Natural Resources will provide $265,000 in grant funds to help local
government and not-for-profit organizations acquire and develop multi-use trails
and trails for motorized vehicles. Grant applications are available through the
DNR Division of Outdoor Recreation.

“Almost every day of the year, thousands of Hoosiers enjoy hiking,
running, skating and riding along trails throughout Indiana. These grants will help
communities expand this valuable resource for recreaticn and fitness,” Gov.
O'Bannon said. . -

In addition to acquiring land for trails, local units of government and
community organizations may apply for grants to develop access sites to trails,
streams and rivers; or construct bridges, boardwalks, fords and crossings,
signage, equestrian facilities, sanitary facilities, and other support facilities. The
grants will fund no more than 50% of the cost of projects and land ‘acquisition.

‘Many excellent applications are expected and competition for the grants
will be fierce,” Gov. O'Bannon said.

The program is funded by the National Recreational Trails Funding Act.
Federal funds are distributed to states by the U.S. Department of
Transportation through the Federal Highway Administration in consultation with
the U.S. Department of the Interior. To receive an application form and
guidelines for preparing the application, contact the DNR Division of Qutdoor
Recreation, State and Community Outdoor Recreation Planning Section, 402
West Washington, Room 271, Indianapolis, IN 46204, (317) 232-4070.

30

If you do not wish to recelve NEWSFAXES, please call us at 317/233-3046 with your postal information. If you wish o receive
DNR news releases on the Internet, contact us ak: steven,_CUIp_at_dnﬂan@Ima.lsd.state.ln.ua.

e



NBPC TECHNICAL BRIEF

"National Bicycle and Pedestrian Clearinghouse
Technical Assistance Series, Number 2
September 1995

The Economic and Social Benefits of Off-Road Bicycle

and Pedestrian Facilities

Economic Benefits

All across the country, bicycle and pedestrian
facilities are proving to be a wise economic investment
for the communities through which they pass. Studies
have shown that they stimulate local economies by
attracting bicyclists, hikers, cross-country skiers and
other tourists to an area.

This, in turn, attracts and revitalizes businesses,
creates jobs, and increases public revenue. Trails and
pathways also have a positive effect on nearby proper-
ties as homebuyers and business owners realize the
vzlue that such facilities bring to a community.

If You Build K, They Will Come

Many Americans prefer to visit places such zs
greenways and trails which offer safe, scenic recreation
and transporration for the whole family. The U.S.

-Department of Transporzation, in its National Bicycling
and Walking Study (NBWS) final report estimates that
131 million Americans regularly bicycle, walk, skate or
jog for exercise, sport or recreation.

According to research conducted by Rails-to-Trails
Conservancy, 85 million people used rail-trails in 1994
alone. Given these numbers, it is easy to understand
how communities can profit by responding to trail
users' needs.

There are a variety of
businesses that attribuze
their success to nearby
trail: restaurants, conve-
nience stores, bicycle
shops, campgrounds and
bed- and-breakfast estab-
lishments. Examples
from around the country
further illustrate the posi-
tive economic impacts of
trails:

CONTENTS

Economic Benefits ... .. I
Social Benefits .......
Environmental Benefits . . 4

For More Information .. 4

> The downtown area of Dunedin, Florida was
suffering a 35 percent storefront vacancy rate in
the early 1990s until the Pinellas Trail came
into town. Now, storefront accupancy is 100
percent and business is booming.

. Peak-season hotel rooms along Wisconsin's
Elroy-Sparta State Park Trail are booked up to
a year in advance. A study of the trail revealed
that the average visitor travels 367 kilomerers
(228 miles} to experience it.

v After biking the Youghiogheny River Trail in
southwestern Pennsylvania, Robert Benns and
his wife purchased a rundown trailside building
and converted it into the River's Edge Cafe
which now serves over 1,000 meals 2 day.

Trail-Related Tourist & Visitor Expenditures in Local
Communities -

Recent studies have shown exactly how much the
average trail user is bringing into communities which

. have multi-use paths.

> A study of the Gil Creek Bike Trail
(Pennsylvania State Universicy, 1992) in
Pennsylvania revealed the average visitor
spending $25.85 per day. This was broken
down into $9.09 for food, $6.27 for trans-
portation, $2.56 for lodging (many visitors
camp) and $7.94 for equipment and other
activities.

r . According to a [992 National Park Service
study, approximately 170,000 individuals visit
the Tallahassee-St. Marks Trail in Florida every
year, where the average user spends more than
$11 per day.

> The 135,000 visitors of the Heritage Trail,
which winds through eastern lowa's farmland,
spend $9.2[ each, and suburban California's
Lafayette-Moraga Trail receives $3.97 from
each of its 400,000 users. In each case, total
annual revenue exceeded $1.2 million (The

[mpacts of Rail-Trails).




Page 2 feonomic and Social Benefits of Of-Road Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities

Suburban and rural trails that encourage "vacation-
style" trips tend to generate more revenue per user than
urban and suburban trails used primarily by nearby
residents. However, a substantial amount of revenue
can still be generated from the large number of users
that a residential trail typically attracts.

Trailside Property is at a Premium

Homebuyers have begun to recognize the benefits of
bicycle and pedestrian facilities and are showing a
preference for properties close to those facilities.

> "Walking and biking paths" ranked third
among 39 features identified by homebuyers as
crucial factors in their home-purchasing
decisions, according to a 1994 study by
American Lives, a research firm serving the
real estate industry. "Community designs that
deliver low traffic and quiet streets" were
ranked first, and "lots of narural, open space”
was second.

r The increased salability of listings is considered
to be the greatest value that the Northern
Central Rail-Trail has brought to trailside
properties in Baltimore County, Maryland.
According o a 1994 study conducted for the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources, "if
two identical properties are for sale and one is
near the trail and the other is not, the trail is
used as a selling point and helps many nearby
owners sell their property faster.” (Analysis of
Economic Impacts of the Northern Central

Rail-Trail).

> In addition, 63 percent of survey respondents,
comprised of trail users, nearby landowners
and local businesses, felt the trail added value
to nearby properties.

> Not only has Seattle's Burke-Gilman Trail been
used as a selling point for nearby properties,
but it has also been proven to increase the
value of those properties. According to a study
conducted by the Seattle Engineering
Department (1987), "property near but not
immediately adjacent to the trail is significantly
easier to sell and, according to real estare
agents, sells for an average of 6 percent more as
a result of its proximity to the trail. Property
immediately adjacent to the trail, however, is
only slightly easier to sell..."

September [995

Business is Booming

The 376 kilometer (235-mile} Katy Trail traverses
nine counties and adjoins 35 towns in Missouri,
rangiag in population from 60 to 60,000. These
communities, many in economic decline since the
railroad's demise, were initially opposed to the trail.
But when the first sections opened, sentiments
changed. Visitors flocking to the new rail-trail proved
to be responsible, likable guests who needed goods and
services available in the towns.

Within weeks of the trail dedication, new and old
businesses were vying for tourist dollars. Rescaurants,
bed-and-breakfasts, bicycle rental shops, antique
dealers, and campgrounds all opened to meet the needs
of hundreds of thousands of visitors. A 1993 user
survey on the trail's western half showed thar it
generated an estimated 33 million in local revenue.

The Northern Cenrtral Rail-Trail ateracts 457,000
visitors every year and has had an enormous ecornomic
impact on nearby businesses, leading to the creation
and support of 262 jobs. These positions range from
trail construction and maintenance work, to jobs in
local restaurants and hotels serving trail users, to added
positions in regional sporting goods companies and
supertnarket chains due to increased business.

Bicycle and pedestrian trails also attract high--
quality businesses by providing commuting options for
employees, scenic places for stress-free strolls at
lunchtime, and safe, convenient sites for family
recreation.

Choosing a location that will help attract and recain ™f
key personnel was cited as the number one facror in
selecting office locations (by a June 8, 1989 San
Francisco Chronicle article), and corporate real estate
executives now say employee "quality of life" issues are
as important as cost when deciding where to locate a
new factory or office.

Trails Save Taxpayer Dollars

Locally and nationally, bicycle and pedestrian
facilities have proven to be a cost-effective use of public
funds. The above mentioned study of Maryland's
Northern Central Rail-Trail found that while the trail's
cost to the public in 1993 was $191,893, it generated
State tax revenue of $303,750 che same year. This
revenue was a direct result of a growing economy's
sales, property, and income taxes.

The construction of multi-use trails allows more
Americans to replace automobile trips with non--
motorized trips. According to the NBWS final report,
the American public saves from 3 to 14 cents for every

%
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automobile kilometer {5 - 22 cents per mile) displaced |
by walking and bicycling due to reduced pollution, oil
import costs, and costs due to congestion, such as lost
wages and lost time on the job.

Social Benefits

Bicycle and pedestrian facilities enhance the
quality-of-life for many individuals. Multi-use trails are
great places for outdoor recreation such as hiking,
cycling or cross - country skiing. Along with on-road
facilities and sidewalks, trails encourage the use of
non-polluting transportation alternatives to the
automobile for those short trips to work, school, or the
local store.

The increase in the level of walking and bicyeling
due to the creation of these facilities leads to a cleaner
environment and a healthier population. Rail-trails
and other pathways are also an expression of
community pride and character, and in many cases a
means of preserving the natura! and historical resources
of a region.

Close to Home Recreation

The recent explosion in the number of people
participating in outdoor recreation has led to an
increased demand for bicycle and pedestrian facilities,
Participation rates for trail uses, such as hiking,

. walking, mountain biking, and in-line skating have
experienced phenomenal growth in recent years.

The number of bicyclists zlone in this country grew
from 72 million to 99 million in the decade leading up
to 1993 (Bicycle Safety-Related Research Synthesis FHWA,
1995). Multi-use trails provide convenient access to the
outdoors for enjoyment and relaxation while
promoting health and fitness activities..

These trails are becoming especially popular among
people living in cities and suburban areas, where close
to home recreation opportunities are scarce.

Convenient Transportation

The most common forms of non-motorized
transportation are bicycling and walking, and facilities
for bicyclists and pedestrians play a major role in the
success of local transportation systems.

Nearly half of all trips people make within their
communities can be made easily on foot or bicycle.
The NBWS final report revealed that nearly 50 percent
of all personal travel trips are less than 4.8 kilometers
(3 miles) long, and personal business trips, like doctor
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visits, household errands, and visits to friends, account
for 41.5 percent of all trips. Such personal, short
distance trips are well-suited to trave! by walking or
bicycling.

Public rail-trails, multi-use pathways, and on-road
bicycle facilities offer communities 2 means of safe and
convenient transportation and keep the essantial links
within 2 community open to all. They can connecr
neighborhoods to schools, workplaces, commercial and
cultural centers, historic sights, and transit starions.

Health and Fitness

The health benefits of exercise derived from
recreational activiries such as bicycling and walking
lessen health-related problems and reduce health care
costs. A recent U.S. Center for Disease Concrol
Handbook, Promoting Physical Activicy Among Adults,
states that "...the most effective activity regimens may
be those that are moderate in intensity, individualized
and incorporated into daily activity."

Rail-trails, spacious sidewalks, and greenway trails
offer adults and children alike the opportunity to
integrate moderate, individualized exercise with their
daily trips to work, school, the library, or shopping
(NBWS final report).

Such regular, moderate exercise has been proven to
reduce the risk of developing coronary heart diseasg,
stroke, colon cancer, hypertension, diabetes,
osteoporosis, obesity, and depression. This kind of
exercise is also known to protect against injury and
disability because it builds muscular strength and
flexibility, which helps to maintain functional
independence in later years of life:

Dr. Harold E. Varmus, the Director of the National
Institutes of Health, and a regular bicycle commuter
states, "It's nice to get an extra return on the time that
| have to spend commuting to work each day-and
that's the physical conditioning that contributes to a
healthier heart and lungs. With rtrails accessible to a
growing number of cyelists like me, znother source of
real satisfaction is becoming a more important part of
everyday life."

Bicycling and walking offer many health benefits
not only by improving physical health and quality of
life but also by reducing health care costs. According
to a National Park Service study, Economic Impacts of
Protecting Rivers, Trails, and Greenways Corridors, people
who exercise regularly have 14 percent lower claims
against their medical insurance and spend 30 percent
fewer days in the hospital.
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Environmental Benefits

Qur society is "driving itself to death” because of its
love affair with the automobile. Cars, rrucks and buses
are major sources of noise, water and air pollution.
This is especially true in urban areas, where carbon
monoxide emissions from mobile sources can be as high
as 90 percent of all emissions. Bicycling and walking
are non-polluting alternatives to the automobile.

[t has been estimated that, in 1991 alone, bicyceling
and walking trips in the U.S. replaced nearly 28.8
billion motor vehicle kilometers {18 billion miles).
These non-motorized trips saved about 3.2 billion liters
(850 miliion gallons) of gasoline which would have
added 10.4 million metric tons of exhaust emission air
polution into the armosphere (NBWS Final Report).

Greenways and other off-road trails also provide
environmental benefits by linking existing parks, open
spaces, and undeveloped lands while allowing for the
preservation of the natural landscape. Such facilities
are havens for flora and fauna, whether they are
endangered, threatened, rare, or abundant.

» The endangered black-crowned night heron
have found homes along the Fox River Trail in
lllinois. Trait Manager John Carlson stated,
"The habitat for wildlife such as these rare
birds has been dramatically improved by the
rail-trail. The wildlife along the rail-trail is
abundant compared to other sections of the
river where there are private homes and
manicured lawns abutting the river's edge.”

Historic Preservation

Railroads played an imporrant role in the
development of our young nation. They crossed rivers
and penetrated mountain ranges, facilitating increased
trade and westward expansion. Preserving abandoned
rail corridors and canal towpaths as public trails offers
future generations the chance to experience and learn
about the history of America.

» The 3.7 kilometer (2.3-mile) Snoqualmie Pass
Tunnel along the Iron Horse rail-trail in
Washington State was an engineering marvel of
the early 20th century. Construction began in
1912 with 2500 men biasting nearly 3,660
meters {12,000) feet of solid rock from both
ends. Today, the tunnel allows trail users to
traverse the east and west sides of the Cascade
Mountain range.

> The 18 kilometer {1 [-mile} Minuteman Bikeway
runs through the historic towns of Lexington,
Arlington and Bedford, Massachusetts,
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following part of the route marched by British
soldiers in 1776. However, this rail-trail is most
famous for being the route Paul Revere chose
for his historic midnight ride.

Enbancing Our Communities

Each bicycle and pedestrian facility conrains
elements of local character and regional influence, and
reflects the hard work, eathusiasm, and commirment of
individuals, organizations, elected officials, and
agencies. All are able to take pride in having worked
together to successfully complete a bicycle, pedestrian,
or trail project.

This sense of community pride is illustrared by the
many group events that take place on the Northern
Central Rail- Trail in Maryland. Local chariries
including St. Jude's Children's Hospital, the Maryland
Air National Guard, and the National Kidney
Foundation raise money and support by using the trail
for walli-a-thons, bike-a-thons, and other acriviries.

Multi-use pathways also provide opportunicies for
communities to get to know each other. They offer a
chance for people to get our of their homes and cars
and come in contact with each other on a regular basis.

Trails contribute to personal interaction,
neighborhood socialization, and community unity.
One popular example is the B & A Hike and Bike Trail
in Maryland, which is commonly referred ro as "ATine
Arundel County's backyard" because so many people
use it to meet, talk, and generally catch up on local

affairs. _ -t

For More Information.

The National Bicycle and Pedestrian
Clearinghouse distributes 24 Case Studies and the
Final Report of the Federal Highway Adminiscration's
National Bicycling and Walking Study, including Case -
Study No. 7, Transportation Potential and Other Benefits
of Off-Road Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities;and No. 15,
The Environmental Benefits of Bicycling and Walking.
Contact: NBPC, 1506 Z1st Street, NW, Washington,
DC, 20036, (800) 760-6272.

The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy has a variety of
resources regarding the benefits of off-road bicycle and
pedestrian facilities available for distribution, including
the executive summaries of The fmpaces of Rail-Trails
(1992), The Economic Impacts of the Northern Central
Rail-Trail (1994), and The Burke-Gilman Trail's Effect on
Property Values and Crime (1987). Contact: RTC, 1400
16th St, NW, Washington, DC, 20036, (202) 797-5400.
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BIKEWAY CLASSIFICATIONS

A bikeway may be defined as any facility which provides for bicycle travel.
These facilities can be broken down into three classifications:

A CLASS I BIKEWAY is a completely separated right-of-way designed for the
exclusive use of bicyecles. Traffic conflicts with pedestrians and motorists are
minimized. TFigure 2-1 depicts a typical Class I Bikeway.
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FIGURE 2-1: -
CLASS I BIKEWAY

The standard pavement width of a Class I Bikeway is 8' for a two-way system
and 4' for a one-way system with a 1' shoulder on both sides. The rlght-of—way
width 1s 10" for a two-way bikeway and 6' for a one-way.

Class I bikeways should be considered the desired "ideal" in most locations.
They are usually located in rural areas, on land which is in publlc ownershlp such
as parks schools sites, watersheds, or road right—of—ways

Cla.ss I bikeways are usually designed to increa.se the safety
of cycling and/or enhance riding experiences. Those designed to
increase. safety tend to be located in road right-of-ways and are
used more for utilitarian purposes than for leisure riding. Those
designed for recreational riding often follow water-courses, or
are located in parks or utllity corridors. The Schaumburg Bikeways
Plan includes both types of bikeways. :

The utilitarian bikeways are designed 1o connect community
activity centers with residential neighborhoods. Because most of the
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activity centers are located on major roadways, the bike paths serving them ISt
also be located on these roadways. Figure 2-2 shows the location of activity centers

in and around Schaumburg, and the Class I routes designed to serve them.

-FIGURE g-2: CLASS I ROUTES
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The following road right-of-ways are scheduled to include Class I Bike Paths
by the year 2000: Algonquin Road, Golf Road, Schaumburg Road, Wise Road,
Springinsguth Road north of Schaumburg Road and south of Irv1ng Park Road Roselle
Road and Plum Grove Road. The bikeway designs for these routes may vary from the
approved standard bikeways due to cost and existing conditions.

Several of the Class I routes are designed to be recreational paths and are to
be located in future open space areas. These include the Salt Creek watershed, the
perimeter of Spring Valley Nature Preserve, and Golden Acres Golf Club.

CLASS IT BIKEWAYS are right-of-ways designated for the exclusive or semi-
exclusive use of bicycles. Through travel by motor vehicles or pedestrians is
not allowed with the exception of access to off-street driveways and parking faci-
lities. Parkingis sometimes allowed. Designation of a Class II bikeway may be by
the use of a barrier curb or similar chstruction, or simply by painting a line on
the pavement.

The required ﬁavement width of a Class II Bikeway is 4' for a one-way system.
The width of the barrier may vary according to the discretion of the engineering
department.

Class IT Bikeways are used when Class I paths are technically or economically
mnfeasible. They are usually found in urban areas along existing street right-of-
ways where, due to spatial and financial constraints, Class I Bikeways are not
considered practical.

Schaumburg's Class IT system is designed largely to connect existing neighbor-
hoods. All of the Class II routes except one are located on residential collector
streets. Each of the designated streets contains a one-way, 4' wide bike path on
both sides of the street. The bike path is set-off from the street by a € wide
painted white stripe. Figure 2-3 depicts a typical Schaumburg Class II bikeway.

|oiKE waY || STREET
o T

PAINTED STRIPE

FIGURE 2-3:
CLASS II BIKEWAY
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Designated Class II bikewayvs include two east—west and three north-south routes.
See Figure 2-4. The east-west route serving that part of the Village north of
Schaumburg Road generally begins in the Grey Farm area and extends east to the
Schaumburg Township Public Library. The area of the Village south of Schaumburg
Road is served by an east-west route on Weathersfield Way.
will be extended as development occurs, though where feasible, the extensions will

be designed as Class I routes.

FIGURE 2-4: CLASS II ROUTES
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Sumnit is a designated north-south route. When Summit is extended north of
Schaumburg Road, the Class II bike route will run through Hoffman Estates, then will
connect with Schaumburg's emerging office/industrial center north of Golf Road., On
the south, Summit will connect with a Roselle path leading to Roselle Station.

-8alem is a second Class II path.

It is designated to extend north to the N.W.
Tollway and south to Irving Park Road.

‘Springinsguth is also designated a Class II route south of Schammburg Road and
* north of Irving Park Road, but this will not be realized until the roadway is im—
proved. VWhen it is improved, due to the high traffic volume of the roadway, it is

recommended that a physical barrier separate the bike lanes from the auto traffic
. lanes

Walnut is the last north and south Class II. It will extend north into Hoffman
Estates' Barrington Square subdivision, and south to the Hanover Park line. It is
expected that Hanover Park will extend it through to Wise Road. .

A CLASS III BIKEWAY shares-the right-of-way with either or both rbving motor
vehicles and pedestrians, and are designated as such by signs placed on vertical
posts or stencilled on the pavement. Figure 2-5 depicts a typical Class III bikeway.

FIGURE 2-5:
CLASS III BIKEWAY
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Class IIT Bikeways offer only token solutions in regard to bicycle transi:orta— p
tion and should only be considered as a last resort, or a secondary, neighborhood

oriented system. For this reason, there are no Class III routes designated in the
Schamnburg Bikewa.ys Plan.
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Figure 6b. Bicycle Path on active Railroad right-of way
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A guide by
trail users

for trail providers.
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Total Number of Trail Miles by County

1 - 15 Trail Miles

16 - 30 Trail Miles

31 - 45 Trail Miles

E @ 46 Trajl Miles or More

Inventory of Trails in Indiana(as reported by responding agencies in February, 1993)

ﬁ 5 48 32
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